
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1417 119th Street Whiting, IN 46394 
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2025 Executive Committee 

 

Jim Wiseman 

President 

Rieth-Riley Construction 

 

Don Erminger 

Vice President  

Strack & Van Til 

 

Jesse Hunt 

Vice President 

Notre Dame Federal Credit Union 

 

Lisa Kmak 

Vice President 

Attorney at Law 

 

Brian Lowry 

Vice President 

Calumet College of St. Joseph 

 

Jean Wilkening 

Vice President 

Faith Baptist Church 

 

Allison Ferconio  

Secretary/Treasurer 

Resident/Citizen 

 

 

2025 Board of Directors 

 

Tami Aldrin 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Fred Behrens 

Bulk Equipment Co. 

 

Donna Cafferata 

Centier Bank 

 

Kevin Clark 

Bulldog Brewery 

 

Roger Clousing 

Hyman’s Ace Hardware 

 

Donna Dabertin 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Tom Dabertin 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Linda Gajewski 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Victoria Harper 

Sweet Secrets by Victoria 

 

Patricia Herbst 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Montserrat Inglada 

Whiting Public Library 

 

Martina Krstic 

Frankie V’s Bar & Grill 

 

Tamera Lienhart 

BP  

 

Ron Lubas 

L & S Electric 

 

Tom Markovich 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Jason Miller 

The Standard Taproom 

 

Amyra Muhammad 

Whiting Community Pharmacy 

 

Father Jayababu Nuthulapati 

Sacred Heart Parish 

 

Carolyn Sarvanidis 

Region Signs, Inc. 

 

Jackie Stankowski 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Nancy Stolman 

RE/MAX Realty 

 

Father Andrew J. Summerson, S.Th. D 

St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church 

 

Mandy Vargo 

Resident/Citizen 

 

Chamber Staff 

 

Elliot Bibat 

WRite Stuff Editor 

 

Walter Wachel 

Front Office Associate 

 

Alicia Villalon 

Social Media Associate 

March 8, 2025 

 

Hard Rock Casino 

Attn: Matt Schuffert, President 

5400 W 29th Ave,  

Gary, IN 46406  

 

Dear Matt: 

 

The Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce may be one of the smaller chambers in 

Northwest Indiana, but it is also one of the best known. We are pleased to support the efforts 

of Hard Rock Casino to become the site of the convention center in Lake County. 

 

What began as a 50’ long festival 31 years ago, Pierogi Fest has become one of the most well-

known festivals in Indiana and is nationally recognized as a best festival by a litany of media 

outlets and organizations. Becoming a renowned event took dedication, time and effort, all 

elements of our success. There is an additional element to our accomplishments: our partners, 

including Hard Rock Casino.  

 

There are many parallels between Hard Rock Casino and Pierogi Fest. We both have made a 

positive difference in the quality of life in Northwest Indiana, we both draw people from well 

beyond Northwest Indiana, and we continue to strive to make our destinations even better in 

future. Like Pierogi Fest, Hard Rock Casino also enjoys the dedication of the people 

associated with it. But we have found as a chamber, that Hard Rock Casino also has visionary 

leadership, an essential ingredient in their success and their ability to make the convention 

center successful. 

 

The impact, reputation, and vision exhibited by Hard rock Casino makes it an obvious site for 

a convention center. It is also the closest site to Chicago, which is a crucial factor if the 

convention center is going to be able to draw conventions and conferences. In fact, without 

the draw. location, and destination of Hard Rock Casino, it is hard to envision how a 

convention center would prove successful. 

 

Again, the Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce strongly supports and endorses Hard 

Rock Casino as the location for the proposed convention center. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Dabertin 

Chairman and Co-Founder Pierogi Fest 

Past President, and current Board of Directors member 

 



  


